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ment, which insists on discipline, holds the parents
responsible for their children's behavior.

Meanwhile, the cost of the government's experi-
mentation in family life had fallen more heavily
upon the shoulders of the children of Russia than
upon anyone else. In the great drama of the Rus-
sian Revolution, the story of the price paid by the
children during its first stages, in consequence of
the frequent marriages made possible by the new
free love, and the breaking up of the lives of many
families of the old regime by exile, imprisonment,
and execution, makes one of the most tragic epi-
sodes in its history.

There was a time when millions of these home-
less waifs, who literally infested every nook and
corner of Soviet Russia, had nothing to eat, nothing
to wear, and no place to sleep. Ragged, half-
starved, diseased, they roamed the country like
wild beasts, banded together, and fought for their
existence by stealing and robbing as they faced a
future dark and hopeless and full of despair. They
died by the thousands and their ranks were replen-
ished by fresh recruits. The government and the
people were confronted with an ailment and a dis-
ease that appeared to be getting beyond control. It